
This is "Rocket-man" Ed – W6RDZ, ready to Rocket and Roll 
with the Colorado Astronomy Net’s

Rocket Report for: Tuesday 09/0/2026.

(08/25/2026 through 09/09/2026)

Following are the four launches last week:

1. Wednesday, Aug 26th, at 03:25 MDT, SpaceX successfully 
launched Starlink Group 15-22, on a Falcon-9. Like all Starlink v2 
mini launches from now on, it launched from Vandenberg SFB, 
California. On its 24th flight, booster B1082 placed another 27 
Starlink v2 mini high speed internet satellites into LEO. It was the 
702nd successful SpaceX mission.

Watch: SpaceX Starlink Group 15-22

2. Thursday, August 27th at 14:11 MDT, Arianespace impeccably 
launched the European Space Agency’s (ESA’s) MTG-12 mission 
on and Arian 6 rocket with 2 SRBs, from French Guiana, South 
America. The Meteosat Third Generation (MTG) mission is part of 
a follow-up system of European Geostationary weather satellites.

Watch: LIVE! Arianespace Ariane 6 MTG-12 Launch

More about: ESA - MTG-I2 completes Europe’s latest weather trio

3. The Big Launch of the Week occurred Sunday, August 30th, at 
05:26 MDT, when SpaceX successfully launched NASA’s Nancy 
Grace Roman Space Telescope. This groundbreaking Space 
Telescope launched from LC-39A, Kennedy Space Center, 
Florida, on the three-core Falcon Heavy booster. It was a beautiful 
launch into a blue sky on the Space Coast. The Falcon Heavy is 
capable of launching the 10 ton space telescope to Earth-Sun 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUSimYVey_c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snnkmQtMP5M
https://www.esa.int/Newsroom/Press_Releases/MTG-I2_completes_Europe_s_latest_weather_trio


Lagrange point L2. The center booster was expended, and the 
two side boosters returned and landed spectacularly at LZ-2 and 
LZ-40 at the Florida launch site. This was the 13th launch of a 
Falcon Heavy and the second Falcon Heavy launch of 2026.

The Roman Telescope is NASA’s newest near infrared and visible 
spectrum space telescope. Roman is based on an existing 2.4-
meter primary telescope mirror with a wide field of view. The 
mirror was donated by the NRO from the old KH-11 spy satellite 
program.

The Wide Field instrument is a 300.8 Megapixel multi-band visible 
and near infrared camera, providing a resolution comparable to 
Hubble, over a field of view 200 times larger than Hubble. The 
Coronagraph is a high contrast, small field-of-view camera and 
spectrometer covering visible and near-infrared wavelengths. 
Roman will be able to map a large portion of sky in a month; a 
feat that would take Hubble over a century to do!

Look for first light and pictures early in 2027.

More at: NASA’s Roman Space Telescope Launches

Learn more about the Roman Space Telescope: NASA's mind-
blowing new space telescope

Go NASA, Go SpaceX, Go Roman!

Watch the launch: Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope Launch

4. Monday, August 31st, at 20:00 MDT, China’s Galactic Energy 
successfully preformed the first Demo Flight of their new Pallas 1 
rocket. The test flight placed a dummy payload into Sun-
Synchronous Orbit, from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center. The 
Pallas 1 is a Medium lift, liquid fueled, reusable booster, that can 
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https://science.nasa.gov/blogs/roman/2026/08/30/nasas-roman-space-telescope-launches/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tecOr0Q9edM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tecOr0Q9edM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wq3VHsL_bE


boost about 7 tons into LEO. A landing was not attempted on this, 
the first, test flight.

Watch: China's PALLAS-1 commercial medium reusable liquid 
launch vehicle made its maiden flight on Tuesday. - YouTube

Only five launches for the upcoming week.

1. Tomorrow, Wednesday, September 2nd look for SpaceX to 
launch Starlink Group 15-23 from Vandenberg.

2. Also tomorrow, September 2nd, look for Rocket Lab to launch 
the “Owl Around the Word” mission on an Electron/Curie rocket, 
scheduled to depart Mahia Peninsula of New Zealand at 05:00 
MDT. The payload is another member of Japan’s Synspective 
Strix synthetic aperture radar earth observation satellites.

3. Thursday, September 3rd, India Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) plans to launch the EOS-05 mission on a GSLV Mk II from 
the Second Launch Pad, Satish Dhawan Space Center, India, at 
15:25 MDT. This is a Geostationary Earth Observation satellite 
intended to provide images quickly during disasters. This is the 
19th mission of India’s GSLV Mk I & II rockets, and the first GSLV 
mission of 2026.

4. Friday, September 4th, at 14:00 MDT, Germany’s Isar will try 
again for the second test flight of their Spectrum Rocket, from the 
Orbital Launch Pad, at the Andoya Rocket Range, in Norway. This 
is the 6th or 7th attempt at the second launch. Isar’s Spectrum is 
a small satellite launch vehicle capable of putting a ton into LEO.

Way back in March of 2025, the rocket’s first launch failed 
spectacularly when a pressure relief valve stuck open. Control 
was lost seconds after launch, causing the rocket to fall into the 
sea and explode next to the launch pad.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyCqFk-B_v8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyCqFk-B_v8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyCqFk-B_v8


Best wishes for a successful orbital launch this time!

5. Sunday, September 6th, at 04:59 MDT, SpaceX is scheduled to 
launch Starlink Group 15-24 from SLC-4E, Vandenberg SFB.

Space News:

1. Ship 40 is out of the water, on a ship, and headed home! Ship 
40 survived splashdown in the Indian ocean following the success 
for Flight Test 13 on July 24th. Ship 40 was towed to Christmas 
Island, arriving 24 days later on August 18th. Eight days later it 
was hauled out of the water by the semi-submersible salvage ship 
Forte on August 26th. It is expected to arrive in the Port of 
Brownsville, TX in about 50 days.

NASA’s Roman Space Telescope Launches

2. Starship Flight 14 Update: Launch no earlier than September. 
Booster 21 successfully completed a full duration static fire! No 
NOTAMs nor NOTMARs have been issued yet.

Last week we reported there will be no catch on Flight 14, ship 
nor booster! Perhaps not even an orbital mission! The launch has 
been postponed to no earlier than September 15th, with 
September 30th being forecast by some. No official launch date 
from SpaceX yet.

3. Today, ESA astronaut Sophie Adenot will take part in a third 
spacewalk (US Spacewalk 99}, outside the International Space 
Station. She and NASA astronaut Jessica Meir will replace a 
retroreflector on the station’s Harmony Module and replace an 
HDTV camera. Over the last two weeks, over two previous 
spacewalks, Sophie and Anil Menon worked to successfully 
replace the main station to ground communications antenna.
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https://science.nasa.gov/blogs/roman/2026/08/30/nasas-roman-space-telescope-launches/


----------------------------------------------------------------------
0 That's it for tonight's Colorado Astronomy Net’s Rocket 
Report. This is W6RDZ “Rocketman” Ed, wishing you a good 
night, and nominal flight! Now, back to “Starman” Burness, 
KI0AR, Capcom, Mission Control, for the Colorado 
Astronomy Net.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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